
Basics of Archives and Museum 
 

Course Objectives: 
 

 To introduce students to the institutions of Archives and Museums as a site of knowledge. 

 To aid students to understand the making of the primary sources for the study of history. 

 To help students understand and appreciate the different kinds of archives and museum and 
then new structuring in the digital era. 

Course Outcomes: 
 

 Students would learn about the many uses of archives and museums as a site of historical and 
social knowledge. 

 They would be trained to use archives and understand the process of classification and 
cataloguing of the records. 

Unit I: Definition of Archives and Museum: types - digital, virtual, crafts, media; difference 

between archives, museum, and library 

This unit defines Archives and Museum. It also elaborates on the types of archives and museums 

which includes digital, virtual, crafts, media. It also tells the difference between archives, museum, 

and library. 

Unit II: History of development of archives and museums in India with one case study each 
 

This unit examines the history of development of archives and museums in India with one case study 

each. 

Unit III: Collection, documentation, preservation 
 

This unit elaborates upon distinct characteristics of collection. It also examines the concerns which 

govern its documentation and preservation. 

Unit IV: Museum presentation and exhibition 
 

This unit familiarizes students with the way in which museums are organised and managed. It also 

examines the considerations which govern the way exhibitions in museums are managed. 

Unit I: Students will learn about archives and museums; their types, and their advances. 

 
Unit II: Students will grasp the historical development of archives and museums by collectively 

studying one case study each. They will understand and be able to discuss their significance. 

Unit III: Students will understand and closely witness the processes of archiving and preservation in 

museums. How records and artifacts and collected, classified, and preserved. 



Unit IV: In the last unit students will be acquainted to the process of presentation and exhibition of 

artifacts. 
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Internet Resources 

 
1. Internet Archives https://archive.org/ 

 

2. Partition Archives https://in.1947partitionarchive.org/ 
 

3. National Museum https://nationalmuseumindia.gov.in/en 
 

Activities to Do 
 

1. Students are expected to collect and catalogue some primary sources by downloading them from 

internet or getting them photocopied from a local archive or a library. 

2. Students are expected to collect and record the details of various museums in their state and others. 


